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sustainability is not a Buzzword
For thin-gauge thermoformer
When it comes to sustainability, Dordan 

manufacturing co. inc. not only talks the talk, 

but it walks the walk. and it blogs and tweets, 

too. At a time when many processors large and small either pay 
lip service to environmental concerns or hope the “greenwashing” 
zealots will grow weary and turn their attention elsewhere, this 
family-owned, midsized, thin-gauge thermoformer (dordan.com) 
leaves no stone unturned in an effort to get the truth out about 
plastics and the environment.

Based in Woodstock, Ill., Dordan’s primary business is manu-
facturing custom-designed clamshells, blisters, trays, and compo-
nents for a variety of industries. Founded in 1961 by Edwin 
Slavin, the company now employs about 100 and is owned and 
run by second- and third-generation family members.

Dordan’s commitment to sustainability is no pet project. Since 
1996, when Dordan began developing expertise in thermoforming 
recycled PET (RPET), it has been using a four-step Design for 
Sustainability process that helps customers achieve measurable 
sustainability improvements. This process allows for informed 
material selection and reduction, resulting in a lower package 
carbon footprint, which is documented via Dordan’s subscription 
to the Sustainable Packaging Coalition’s Comparative Packaging 
life-cycle assessment (LCA) modeling software, called COMPASS.

More recently, Dordan has been on the leading edge of using 
social media, technical conferences, packaging trade shows, and 
every other outlet at its disposal to disseminate research on plas-
tics packaging aimed at countering the “bad science” that most 
processors and suppliers feel is rampant. Quite a few of these 
efforts have been spearheaded by Chandler Slavin, who joined the 
company after graduating summa cum laude with a degree in 
ethics and social justice from DePaul University in 2009 and who 
now serves Dordan in the dual role of marketing director and 
sustainability coordinator. Her mission is to uncover the truth 
about plastics packaging and the environment.

She has enthusiastically driven Dordan’s social media efforts, 
writing the company’s sustainability weblog at recyclablepackag-
ing.org. She aims to dispel consumer misconceptions about plas-
tics and the environment by utilizing publicly available research 
and LCA databases. Topics covered thus far in her research in-

clude: The Truth about Clamshell and Blister Recycling in Ameri-
ca, for which Dordan has received a copyright; Bio-based Resin 
Report; Extended Producer Responsibility Report; and more. 

Ultimately, Dordan wants to help develop a recycling infra-
structure for PET thermoformed products akin to what’s in place 
for PET bottles.  Ms. Slavin states, “The solution is to identify and 
resolve obstacles that have prevented thermoformed containers 
from being recycled. The reason thermoformed packaging is not 
recycled is because of good old economics of supply and demand, 
sprinkled with the need for technology and investment.”

Dordan is taking steps to get its own environmental house in 
order. CEO Daniel Slavin has announced a zero-waste sustainability 
project whose goal is to divert all of Dordan’s waste from landfill. 
Dordan has also arranged for a local farmer to use company land 
this spring for an organic garden to produce foodstuffs for Wood-
stock residents who prefer locally sourced to mass-produced goods.   

Chandler Slavin notes that recycling thermoformed parts will 
always be Dordan’s goal. She is working with the Environmental 
Task Force of Dordan’s local school district on a presentation 
about recycling. “The best way to increase recovery rates for 
post-consumer materials is education,” she says.  
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Dordan Manufacturing’s sustainability coordinator/marketing 
director, Chandler Slavin, and her father, CEO Daniel Slavin, are 
leading the charge toward recycling PET clamshell packaging.


